BY THE NUMBERS

N.C. VACCINATION RATES

record in North Carolina, and per G.S.130A-

155(c), public, private and religious schools
must file an annual immunization report with the
North Carolina Department of Public Health by
Nov.1 each year.

That report must contain the following infor-
mation: the number of children attending the school
or facility, the number of children who had not ob-
tained the required immunization(s) within 30 cal-
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Buncombe County ranks third overall in North Carolina for the highest percentage of unvaccinated stu-
dents. By and large, the vast majority of unvaccinated students across the state claim religious ex-
emptions. Only 60 of more than 1,880 North Carolina schools have a higher rate of medical exemption
than religious exemption. Across the country, most states allow some form of religious exemption, but
the state of New York recently abolished the practice while in the midst a measles outbreak.

In The Smoky Mountain News’ four-county coverage area, most schools have fewer un-
vaccinated students than the state average. In June, Haywood County Schools created
a policy that mandates removing unvaccinated children from schools for 21 days if a
case of measles occurs at their school. Shining Rock Classical Academy, a charter
school in Haywood County, had the highest rate of unvaccinated students in the
county, but refused to comment on whether or not it also had such a policy.
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